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Historic Order for KIEPE in Chicago: KIEPE to Modernize the Traction 

Equipment on 266 CTA 3200 Series Railcars with an Option to 

Modernize an Additional 210 2600 series railcars at the CTA’s Option 

 

▪ KIEPE will modernize 266 - 3200 Series multiple units with new traction 

system equipment 

▪ An additional 210 - 2600 Series multiple units are available to be exercised 

by the CTA as an option  

▪ Modern drive technology reduces energy consumption, required 

maintenance and lowers life cycle costs 

▪ The estimated order volume for the base order is $36M USD 

▪ Local production: the kits will be manufactured at KIEPE's US facility in 

Alpharetta, Georgia and in full compliance with Buy America requirements 

 

Alpharetta, June 10th, 2024 - KIEPE, a global supplier of electrical systems for trains 

and buses, has demonstrated its modernization expertise and will supply new 

propulsion kits for an initial order of 266 vehicles (3200 Series) for the Chicago 

Transit Authority (CTA). At the CTA’s discretion, they may exercise up to an 

additional 210 vehicles (2600 Series). With this investment, the CTA will extend the 

useful life of its tried-and-tested railcars and strengthen sustainable mobility in 

Chicago. The first modernized railcars are scheduled to enter regular revenue 

service in 2027. 

Alexander Ketterl, Managing Director of KIEPE: "In the USA, I was delighted to see how 

sustainable public and regional transport is increasingly coming into focus. With its 

expertise, KIEPE can reliably contribute to the implementation of these transportation 

projects, and we are very much looking forward to the joint rail project with CTA. The new 

traction systems for CTA will be manufactured at our Alpharetta site. Our motivated team 

of professionals wants to impress the CTA with reliable technology and flexible service." 
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Daria Baryshnikova, Head of Modernization at KIEPE: "We are thrilled to announce this 

significant project win, which highlights our expertise in delivering cutting-edge upgrades 

for existing railway vehicles. Our highly specialized team of experts is dedicated to 

enhancing the reliability and efficiency of our customers' fleets, ensuring these vehicles 

can continue to serve the needs of the public. By choosing to invest in the modernization 

of their current assets, the CTA is making a sustainable and economically sound decision. 

We are excited to support them on this journey and to demonstrate the transformative 

impact that our advanced traction systems can provide." 

Kiepe Electric LLC, Alpharetta, GA, will supply the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) with 

266 Modernization Kits (“Propulsion Modernization Kit”) for their 3200 series railcars 

(delivered between 1992 and 1994). The estimated order volume for this basic order is 

$36M USD. The CTA has the sole discretion to exercise an option for an additional 210 

kits from Kiepe Electric for their 2600 series railcars (delivered between 1981 and 1987). 

The kits will be built at KIEPE’s Alpharetta, Georgia, USA manufacturing facility in 

accordance with Buy America requirements. 

One aim of the upcoming modernization project is to reduce the future maintenance and 

consequently the life cycle costs of the vehicles. This is because efficient drive technology 

can significantly reduce the energy consumption and maintenance costs of the vehicles. 

With this order from the CTA, KIEPE is further expanding its position in public 

transportation in the greater Chicago metroplex, as METRA, a sister Agency to the CTA 

already relies on KIEPE technology (battery chargers for their double-decker commuter 

cars). 

 

Caption: These popular CTA trains in Chicago are being modernized with new drives from 

Kiepe Electric, which strengthens the sustainable transport concept of the US metropolis. 
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KIEPE is known worldwide for its efficient and ecologically sustainable electric equipment. 

The company has been offering solutions for streetcars, subway trains, regional trains and 

electric buses with In Motion Charging (IMC) and High Power Charging (HPC) since 1910. 

In addition, Kiepe Electric provides charging systems for various applications. 
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For further information and inquiries please contact:  

 

Christoph Wede   

Director Global Sales E-Mobility and Business Development   

Head of Marketing   

Kiepe Electric GmbH  

Kiepe-Platz 1   

40599 Düsseldorf   

Tel: +49 (0)211 7497 856   

christoph.wede@kiepe-group.com 

www.kiepe-group.com  
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